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Growth in the scientific literature

Before 2004:
» Studies reporting plastic in the environment

10000 » Ryan and Moloney (1990) report a significant increase in plastic
debris on South African beaches between 1984 and 1989 3402, o
» Studies using nano- and microplastic particles as particle 37
controls (2025 = 3200)
» Occupational effects studies Philosophical
. — Transactions of
: .
5 The Royal Societ
B ’“"’”‘f“"”“‘"“”‘"“‘““” e Term m1croplast1c ( g 009 ) y
= it first used e
¢ | R e Ryan and Moloney =~ Thompson et al. o7
' el rumbers 1964 e 2 s P " 72
qé L 3l (1990) (2004) 16 47
2 P i S e g 30
2 Fig. 1. Comrelations w::: :::r:a;ummin and ex; I"":""ﬁd:':"‘;““)"“;”’ﬂ::‘j: ::: 4 1
BLEIITOTOmIN S e 13 . By o
10 7 7 88 717 7
6 6 5 s 6 6 6 5
4 4 4 4 4
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 %
Human. feallh
il 1 1
1 ! T T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! ! T L T ! T : T ! T ! T : ! T : ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T ! ! T ! T ! T ! T ! ! ! ! T ! T ! T ! T ! T
O = AN M T N O N 0 O O A1 N M g 1N O 0 O O A N M S 1N O N0 O O = N M & D O N0 O O = N M
NN MMM NASS O @O 0 @0 0 0 0 00 0O 00 O OO O 000 0000 Q000 HH A A o
QO O O O 0 0000000000000 OO0 0 0 0O 0 00 00 0 o0 o0 o oo
L T R B B B I R I I I I B I I I I I I I I I I I I I T I T O o Y o A N A I o A o B o O Y B Y - A o Y AR VY N B

Publication Year



Putting the puzzle pieces together: Extrapolating
diverse pieces of information to inform risk assessment
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